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At the 1999 WPA Club Presidert’s Corfererce at Camp Lutherlyn, Prospect, PA, ARRL WPA Section Marager Bill Edgar 
preserted the Wireless Assodation of South Hills, Inc. with this award for Best HamClub of 1998 for the WPA section 
WASH was cted for this award because of the way in wich we handled adversty in the Fall of 1998. When we were 
forced to undergo many changes by an unie.al set of draurstances, we chose to put that adversity asde ard re-dedicate 
the organization to having fun with our hobby again — and then we wert out and did it! 


aban ands 


=" 


On behalf of the entire organization, I’d like to thark Bill and the ARRL WPA section leadership for this honor and 
disindion Ard rest assured — we're not dore yet! 


To the entire orgarization, congratulations to everyore. This was a group effort, we were all involved in it to one degree 
or another, and each ard every ore of us. can be proud of it 


And now we keep going! Upconing we've got everts like the Dayton Hanvention, ; te 
Breezestooter’s Hanfest, Pittsburgh Marathon, Field Day, PVGP, PA QSO, VEtess, tee ieat =; 
and lots nore. We're going keep right on having fun doing it all, too! 


Andeur RadoGlercér 2 


Ard rerrenber: One More in 99! 


; ; _ ; VWASHCUbNans 3 
73, RonWN3VAW, Presidert, Wireless Assodation of South Hills, Inc 


Aretes Tip&Aidd By Irfanatin 3 


Next Meeting April 8, 1999 


The next northly rreating of the Wireless Asndiation of South Hills Inc willbe tc treArencs > 

Thursday, April 8th, at 7:00 PM at the J om MdWvillan Presbyterian Church, 875 = 

Clifton Road in Bethel Park. Talk-in on the 146.955 N3RNX/ R Repeater. ISARL cergrgitsrene? 6 

Our scheduled guest speaker will (finally!) be professonal freelance broadcast - 

engineer J ack Layton W9UK. MrdhnéVidkathonirfonetin 7 

All radio arrateurs & irterested guests are, of course, invited! - 
S/PADCEPLS ATL Mading 8 


See you there! 


2 
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Surthy Noitson 146.55- 
NcSStheclie Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
e Agil4h FrakNt 
: 1 2: 3 
© April Tith BobAAH WACOM Mee ting 
A 7:30 PM at South 
e Anil ish GegkQix Strabane VED #1 
Washington PA 
e Agil Zh TA 
4 es 6 7 8 WASH Club 9 10 
e LOOKXNGAHESD Bum of the Month | SHPBOM Meeting | NHARC Business | Meeting, 7 PM, 2 Rivers ARC 
Lunch & PM, Community Meeting, 7 PM, John McMillan Hams ntggs BEfst, 
Room, Whitehall Northland Pub lic Presbyterian 9 AM, Norwin Diner 
zs Mayist WAH ArdeGne Boro Building Library Church Bethel Park US 30 Irwin 
GnetinelDSAME soitwott 
intefereif yureindved in.. 11 12 13 14 15 WASH VE 16 17 
SteelCity ARC Session, 7 PM 2 Rivers ARC 
e Mey: net Att, rm Meeting & PM TAARA Mee ting Meeting, 8 PM, 
TreGyd W3 KWH Clubhouse Breezeshooters White Oak, EMS 
Mereathon(Sdirer races) Dinner 
. Mey ad WAOMSnesriSa9 18 2 Rivers arc | 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Weshirdm Gunty Fairgauncs Hamfest, Palace NHARC Activity 
. Inn, Monroe ville Meeting, 7 PM, 
e Mey 12th Gred Medirg Reh Ms Walkathon pobclieas Pub bie 
M4 A. rary 
\irtegeGardRixAsn, 8AV) 
Hiichyl mSdet, Gard 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Penn Del ARC 
© May 1517 Dyimkinatian | vanfess or 
DatmGio(atyqukrawthe) 


Executive Conmittee: “The WAS Rag™” (forrrerly “The Mariner™”” is the Offical 
Presidert Ron Notarius WN3VAW Newsletter of the Wireless Assodation of South Hills, Inc. 
VP/ Secretary Steve Lane W3SRL (WASH) 
VP/ Treasurer Mark Stabryla N3RDV This issue is © Copyright 1999 by the Wreless Assodation of 
South Hills, Inc. Editor & Publisher: Ron Notarius WN3VAW 
WA3SH & N3SH Trustee Steve Lane W3SRL 
VE TeamLiaison Bob Sarford AA3A Comrrerts, artides, and requests for copies of or irforrration about 
Cluo Conmurications Bob Sarford AA3A “The WAS-Rag™” shoud be mailed to the editor: 
WAS3SH Net Managers Ron Notarius WN3VAW 
2 Meter FM Don Vollart N3KEH 3505 Rosalia Avenue 
10 Meter Digital J of Beritez KE3XB Castle Shannon, PA 15234-2317. 
South Hills Hanfest Chairman Steve Lane W3SRL Email: =wr8vaw@qs.net or wn3vaw@ar.net 
Field Day Chairman Greg Babin KQ3DX 
PA QSO Party Chainran Don Vollart N3KEH “The WASHRag", “The Mariner’, SHARCfest, South Hills Hanfest, 
WASHfest, WA3SH Net & WASH Net are ™ traderrarks of the 
Club-Affiliated Repeaters Wireless Assodation of South Hills, Inc 
Mt. Lebanon N3RNX/R 146.955 - PL131.8 
Mt Lebanon W3SR/R 442.550 + PL 131.8 The Wreless Assodation of South Hills, Inc. was founded in 1993 
Canorsburg N3FFP/ R 443.650 + PL131.8 as the original South Hills Amateur Radio Club, and operated under 
that rare through 1998. It isnot in any way affiliated with the 
WA3SH Net, the weekly on-air net of WASH, rreets every Sunday | | “South Hills Amateur Radio Club, Inc” and is not responsible for 
Nigft, 9:00 PM ET, onthe 146.955 repeater, usually followed by that group or it’s actions in any way shape or form 
the 10 Meter SSB Irforrral Net on 28.469 MHz. 
The 10 Meter Digital WASSH Net reets on 28.105 MHz at 9:30 As always, spedal tharks to the owrers of both the N3RNX/ R 
PM ET, starting with RITY. Repeater Systemand the N3FFP/ R Repeater Systemfor pernitting 
(Both 10 meter frequendes are ++/ - QRM). the Wreless Assodation of South Hills, Inc. and it’s members to 
All radio arrateurs, WASH rrenbers or not, are welcore to joinin! | | use their repeaters for dub purposes 
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. j Saturday, May First, 1:35 PM, the 1999 Pittsourgh Pirates versus 
Next WAS VE Test Apni 15th! the Colorado Rockies at Three Rivers Stadium Cirde that date on 
your calerdar as the first WASH Pirate Garre! We're looking to 
get together a group of WASH rrenbers, other 
Our Next VE examsession will be Thursday, April 15, 1999, at 7:00 amateur radio operators friends, guests & their 
PM, at the J ohn McMillan Presbyterian Church, Clifton Road, Bethel Park, LR: TES fanilies to go asa group. A few tickets are sill 
PA. Talk-inon 146.955 Mrz. All exaniners are ARRL affiliated. Morse bs ace} available at $15 per person for seats in Section 
code exams are nutiple-choice. Walk-ins are welcorre, but if you plan a Wi 257. Checks shoud be made payable to 
on attending the test session, please cortact VE Team Liason Bob PSY = WASH & mailed NOW to WASH Presidert Ron 
Sarford AA3RA, telephone (724)-356-4020 or E-Mail: ’ Notarius WN3VAW, 3505 Rosalia Avenue, 
sarfordo@ accesshky.com Pittsourgh PA 15234. Indude an SASE as soon as the tickets are 
purchased they will be mailed to you We mt have the $$$ to 
Please bring the following to your test session: the Pirates before April 15th to ensure our seats! 
Picture ID or other suitable idertification (2 forrs of ID required) 
Pen/ Penal / Calculator Well, our plans are off toa 
Original FCC license plus a copy of license (if uograding) good start for Field Day 1999. 
Original CSCE plus a copy of CSCE (if upgrading) The first step has been 
Check or Cashin the arrourt of $6.45 (payable to: ARRL VEC) conpleted, which was to 
reserve a site inthe South Hills 
Rerrenber: Novice written (elerrert 2) and 5 wom(elerrert 1A) code I'mpleased to report that our 
exans are free. setup will be at Mineral 
Beach, off of Route 88, near 
FYI Networks, an irternet provider in the Pittsourgh & surrounding ares Library. Now itis tire to dart 
gnce 1995, is offering all renbers of WASH their Basic Internet thinking about logistics Our 
accourt, normally $20/ orth, for only $15/ morth Thisindudes 1 @nail plans are to run Class 2A, with 
box, 3 MB of disk space, web page hosting, Telnet & FIP access. Call 3 HF dations on snmutaneougy, 
FYI toll-free 877-FYI-4NET, or e-rrail themat sales@ fyi.net, for nore (Ore Phore, Ore CW, ard 
details or to Sgn up. You must mention that you area memberof the One Novice/ Tech) plus an 
Wrreless Assodation of South Hills to get the discountrate. Many additional VHF/ UHF station To do this we will need sorre 
tharks to FYI Networks for making us this speaal offer available. equirrert. If you have any equiprrert that you woud like to loan 
the dub for the weekend, please let either Ron WN3VAW, Steve 
i itl 
The offidal resuts of the 47" Arrual Breezesooters Grourdwave Cortes: jgniérg tor radlce arterros focline, bsteries generators 
are in! Congratuations to the following WASH rrenbers spotted in the rreters, and just about anything else you can thirk of that we will 


Joa ; ee pt we REC, Also We will need volurteers to help set up and take the 
Ziel NS — Se . tations down, in addition to operators to operate them It is never 
cial is — etn “=... too early to dart thinking about this suff, so please give sore 
Jone 2: M 4th PI ns ~ "1: serious consideration to coming out, helping out, and just plain 
ne 2: WER) Hoa ; aes . “= having fun Thisis going to be a big job to pul this off successfully, 
OR: ean a Mig _— co ; =. and | carmot do it all by nyself, so please consider volutteerirg. | 
cw : VBVH 7 Place ose ee. =. 7 WOUd also like to know who woud be irterested in operating; if 
cl Ub/ White Ooaainn a _””" zr youare please let me know. If we have (hopefully) a big tunou, 
/ re pele a “Tra0. 7 SS Fr --=- we will core up withsone sort of schedue for the operators 
ee Sea ———— Yes, we do plan to have food; nothing fancy, probably Hot Dogs 


Conplete resuts available at www.breezeshootersnet. Tharks to N3BPB epthra tc Di ie ae ene a aos 


for conpiling the information & N3UE for posting it on the web! So, if youre interested in helping out in ary way (rember or not 
of WASH), drop ne an E-Mail at KQ3DX@hotmail.cony_|'ll be 

The arial WPA Predderts Corference was held on March 20th at happy to hear fromyou! Also, rrany thanks to Ridtie, N3SBF and 

Camp Lutherlyn in Prospect, PA (about 6 niles east of Morraine State Steve, W3SRL for securing our ste for this year! 

Park). WASH was represented by WN3VAW, KQ3DxX, N3UE ard —- Greg Babin KQ3DX, 1999 Fidd Day Chairman 

N3WAV, along with about 40 other arvateurs fromdose to two dozen 

WPA radio dubs. Featured speakers induded spedal guest Riley Going to Dayton this year? Monitor 146.955 dinplex at the HARA 

Hollingsworth K4ZDH of the FCC, Rick PalmK1CE fromARRL Arena to hook up with fellow WASH dub rrenbers. 

Headquarters, Kay Craigie WT3P & Bernie Fuller N3EFN of the ARRL 

Atlantic Divison. The Washington Courty Sky Warn Class will be held on Tuesday, 


April 6, 1999 at 6:30 p.m in the South Strabare Fire Departrrert 
One of the theres of the corference was One More in 99. It’s a very #2, 172 Oak Springs Road, Washington, PA. This dass is put on 
dimple challenge: Each adive radio amateur is asked to reauit one by the National Weather Service. The dass is open to everyore, 
person into the amateur rarks during 1999. Thirk you can do it? hamor not, so please spread the word and try to attend. 
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‘Its aWathy Gus” Mrutes Cub Mesing Merch Ith, 1999 
Ron Notarius WN3VAW Subnitted by Steve Lane W3SRL, Vice Presden/ Secretary 


Part of the job of editing a dub newsetter is dedding what goes in. 
Requests for arrateurs to partidpate in conmunicationrs for various 
public service everts is at the top of the list 


But... there are so many! And they’re all good, worthy causes. If you 
wart, it is possible to spend a few hous almost every weekend of the 
Spring, Sumer and Fall helping out conmrunications for these everts, 
sorretirres two or three the sarre weekend. Trust rre on that, it helped 
get rre through a lonely tire when ny first rrarriage broke up. Most 
people cant do that, even if they wish to. 


But whether it’s 10 hans for a neighborhood bike-a-thon, 150 for the 
Pittsourgh Marathon or 200 for the Virtage Grand Prix, or the 
thousards that help out at during a Rose Bow Parade, the biggest 
problemis: How does the orgarizer get the harrs she/ he needs, 
espedally when competing with so many other noble everts? 


Firs, Plan. Know how many people youre going to need at a bare 
Minimum how many you can use, how many are too much Know 


exadly what youd like themto do. Know what frequency you're going 


to use, with backups - ard will it be smplex or repeater on two 
rreters? Most arrateurs are excellert establishing and maintaining a 
communications net, but you have to know what kind of conmuricating 
they're going to do once they get there. And if you've done this 
before, stay in touch with the people who were there the last tire or 
last few tives. Your reguars will corre back if you don't forget about 
them 


Second, get the word out onthe nets. Early & Often Too oftena 
worthy cause corres up at the last minute when sorreore who'd have 


loved to help can't because they're going to be working, out of town, or 


at another event. Frequert reminders keep the upcoming evert in 
people's minds so that they don't forget & make other plans the sarre 
day as your connitrert (but don't overdue it!). 


Third, expand the drde. Too often, everts in Allegheny Courty are only 


rrertioned on the 147.09 Allegheny Courty ARES net. Ditto everts in 
Beaver, Westroreland, Washington, etc. Make sure your evert gets 
rrertioned on other area repeaters & ARES/ RACES or other public 


service nets. If itisy't, the group of people who'd have been perfect to 
help out & are ready, willing and able don't corre - because they lived 


a few miles away fromyour sole repeater. 


Fourth use e-rrail & use dub newsletters. The WPA Public Information 
Officer, Pat N3LWV & her husband, Allegheny Courty EC N3DOK, do 


an excellert job of getting the word out on the WPA e-mail lists And if 


you get the word out to the dub newsletter editors in tire, your evert 
and your needs get publicty in prirt - sorrething not easy to forget 


Fifth, when you make your plea, make your poirt. Don't read onthe 


ARES net how worthy and noble the cause is fromthe dick PR pamphlet 
They're ALL worthy causes. You tune out your audience if you goend 10 


minutes telling us why the PVGP raises rrorey for autistic kids - we 
already know that. Tell us what you need, how many of us you need, 
when you need us, for how long you need us. We'll be there. 


Ard finally, rrake sure that people we're helping out thank the 
volurteers - not just the hans - you gave up their afternoon to pul off 
the everk Sorretirres those organizers forget to do that, because 


Called to order at 19:10 Hours local tire. 

Morrert of silence for Silent Keys 

Minutes of 11 February 1999 Meeting were read and approved. 
Secretary's report by W3SRL 

Treasurer's report - N3RDV. Hanfest showed a modest profit 
VE Report - AA3Fl. VE Session on April 15, 

Repeater - W3SRL/ N3RNX In PLall the tirre due to irterfererce. 
Cortests - BreezeShooters Groundwave logs due by March 15. 
(N3UE). Field Day to be at Mineral Beach. Get ideas to KQ3DX. 
Hanfest - W3SRL Overall sales/ attendance down, national trend. 
Presdert - WN3VAW & KQ3DX to attend the WPA Section Cluo 
Presiden'ts workshop. We are up for sore kind of award. 

Old Business - N3SH situation sill under investigation by the FCC. 
The parties involved have 30 days to answer in writing as to their 
actions 

New Business - None. 

Good of the Order - WN3VAW: Beware of viruses received by 
email. AA3Fl got hit hard. N3ZNI: FYI networks sill offers $15 
web access to dub rrenbers. 

Adjoumed at 20:50. Presertation by KE3XB on HF Packet & HF 
Digital modes followed. 


This report condersed fromthe actual ninutes of the dub rreeting on 
11 March 1999. They are respectfuly subnitted by Steve Lare, 
W23SRL Club Secretary. 


“There is an agpect in this hobby for everyone. r 
Let themenjoy it!” 


| Jom Rodgers N3MSE 

Assstart Section Manager, ARRL WPA Section 

L At the 1999 WPA President's Corference 
= 


we've helped out for so long that we get taken for grarted. It just 
takes one or two perceived brush-offs to almost guarartee that next 
year, your evert wont find any help. 


Don't let themmake this mistake: Years ago, there was a Skating 
Chanpionsip at the Civic Arena, with practices there and at the 
Morroeville Mall skating rink. (If renory serves, it was comected to 
picking the rrembers of the next Winter Olynpic skating tean) Then 
Allegheny Courty EC Otto Sctuer K3SMB was asked to provide 
ARES rrenbers for communicators at both sites for logistics searity, 
and to call for help. The catd? Each hamwoud have had to work 
8-12 hours each day, gratis. No real provided, pay for your own 
transportation, and for your own ticket to get irto the arena, but you 
woud not be allowed to watch any part of the evert. AND we 
werent going to be allowed to tell anyone that we helped out, nor 
woud we get any credit for helping. | guess the work was it’s own 
reward? Surprisingly, there were no takers for this offer, and the 
organizers ended up having to rert comrerdal HT's 


A little legwork, a litte conmron sense, and you can pul off a really 
nice conmurications teamfor your event. J ust don't expect the evert 
itself to be enough of a draw. They're all worthy causes 
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Hanfiest df the Ane@ices - 1999 


Greg Babin KQ3DX 


Sun. Blue Skies. The Beach. Teryperatures in the nid-80's. This was 
the setting for the 1999 Hanfest of the Arrericas, also known as the 
ARRL South Florida Convention, and more comrony as the Miam 
Hanfest 


| had the opportunity to escape to Miami fromthe winter doldrurns 74 
here in Pittsourgh, and | rust say that this was quite aninpresive ae 
hanfest, complete with many different forurs. The manfadurers 
were out in ful force displaying their wares, (Kenwood, Icom . 
Yaesu MF], and others), a great flea market with lots of goodies, in [axa 
short it was a teaser of things to corre at Dayton '99. This was an ." 
all indoor hanfest,, with approxirrately 900-1000 flea market 
tables ful of test equprrert, boat anchors, parts, and just about 
anything else you woud expect to see ona table at a show. There 
were quite a few conpuer verdors too, replete with great deals on 
conputers, software, and accessories. the beach, warmweather (the sky was blue every day | was there, 
“ere Wich was 5 days). 


So, if youare looking for a place to escape wirter for a few days 
ard woud like to indude hamradio as a part of your vacation, 
cordder dropping the YL (or the OM) and the kids at the beach and 
head down to the Miami Hanfest.. For rrore irformation, check out their 
webste at www.hanboree.org , | think youll find this to be a great 
hanfest, one to put you in the rood for Dayton, and will help take 
your mind off of winter, if only for a little while. 


Next year: Orlando Harcatior? 


Itisa two-day evert, held the first weekend in February, at the 
Dade-Miami Convention certer rear the airport, and is considered 
to be one of the biggest hanfests of the year. Many harrs fromall 
over the world attend, (esoedally fromCertral and South Arrerica) 
so it is tuy an evert global in nature. | did not have the opportunity 
to attend any of the foruns, but they are along the types held at 
Dayton. There was a DX foru1) an FCC forum a CW forumand 
others that appeal to just about anyone's taste. As for the flea 
market, there were quite a lot of tables full of goodies, ranging 
fromantique radios, such as Collins, Hallicrafters, and Heathkit, to 
the newer SLff we comrorly see such as offerings fromKenwood ' 
and Yaesu Lots of tet equiprrent too, parts, and of course off-the- M a 


wall suf that you will see only at hanrfests J eff Pawlan jpawlan@ieee.org via the DX-Lit DX Reflector 


| woud peg attendarce at approximately 6,000-8,000, so again it ONLY those who ALREADY own version 2.5 of Miri 

: : ! . : : prop Plus by W6EL 
isa pretty big evert, not as big as Dayton but this hantest is ray obtain a FREE upgrade by sending anenail request directly to 
growing in popuarity every year. Quite a few vendors were there, chal You shouid send your serial ruber inthe enail. He will then enail 


too many to rrertion here, but! rust say | was impressed with the ‘ : , . . 
elinerok Hie dion ort ag of the recertly compiled version that will work on all 


What can! say about Miarm itself? Lots of good restaurarts, DO NOT serd man email a4 : 
: Drag ye ng to purchase a copy if youdont 
beautifU hotels South Beach the Art-Deco District with its many already own it. He will not be selling any rrore. The business is dosed. 


beautiful hotels (its like walking back irto the 1940's), things to do, The email address for Shel is w6el@arr1.net 
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A/D TER ROD OEY Ws VE SHI ATA 


To conmrrenorate Altoona’s April 14th, 1999 rrarks the 40th anniversary of the Incorporation 
sesquicertermial in 1999, and in of the Sodety of Newfoundland Radio Amateurs (SONRA). To 
cornjundion with the Altoona comrrenorate this evert, the SONRA DX Group will be operating a 
Railroader’s Museum“Hom & — gpedal evert on April 14, 1999 fromour dub sation VO1AA, 
Whistle Day,” the Horsehoe from0000 - 2230 UTC April 14, 1999. Operation will be on 160 
Radio Club will operate a through 10 rreters ard 2 rreters, operating rrodes SSB ard CW 
gpedal evert sation under the ~=— (Depending upon wiv's operating :) ) There will be a certificate 
call of K3A the weekend of available to any eligible cortact upon receipt of an SASE 

May 15-16 fromthe Altoona 


Ny; 


2 “ Railroader’s Museum The To receive your certificate, please send your QSL card witha self 
me Operating frequendes will bein addressed envelope big enough to take an utfolded 8.5x11 inch 
the Gereral portion of 40, 20, 15 ard 10 reters SSB geet of paper ard suffidert retum postage to: 
Volurteers are needed to operate this evert. Cortact Ted Holland SONRA DX Group or Pau J. Piercey VO1HE 
WBBAVD for further information Box 23099 40 Mt. Cashel Rd. 
— Horseshoe ARC Nendetter St John's NF A1B4J9 St Jom's, NF A1A 1X7 
Canada Canada 
OO SOMES ALIIWsE eege@eh | — Paull Rewey VONEVOAE weittorace 
Kay Craigie WT3P, ARRL Atlartic Divison Director The TX8DX muti-nuiti operation during the 1999 CQ WPX contest 
The ARRL's Executive Comittee has been tasked by the Board with was fromNew Caledonia (Fk). QSL via VKAFW. 
developing a proposal to change the rare of the League, to make it © — Fric Esposito PK8GM-FKSC-FAKSM esporic@ canl.nc 
dear to non-hars and served agendes wrat our orgarization is about _ ; ; 
Amateur Radio. The VPS5N multi-angle operation during the CQ WPX was by Matt 


IK2SGC and Corrad IK2SFZ. They were active fromMarch 24 to 
This does not meana narre change isa done deal. A study wasdore in Apri 5 fromWhitby North Caicos as VP5/ IK2SGC and VP5/ 


1992, but no action was taken. This does not rrean that message IK2SFZ. QSL marager is IK2SAI. QSL cards will be delivered via 
relaying is on the jurk pile... there is no need for errergency the bureau after you e-mail request at ik2sai@angatorg or via 
conmuricators to get mad. And no one is under the inipresionthata Packet ik2sai@ik2hdg.ilomita.eu for a fast answer, via the bureau 
name change woud make all hamradio’s problerrs go away like or direc to IMCO P.O.Box 99 20101 Milan Italy. 

waving a magic wand. — IK2SGC ard IK2SFZ 


Woud a rare change insut the rremory of founder HiramPercy Maxim There's a new DX website narred DX-Central and you can find it at 
W1AW? Apparertly not. In 1914, he wrote a letter to the president of tto// www.dx-certral.com ‘The site was designed with the DXer in 
the Radio Club of Hartford, induding the following sertence: “Now what Mind. It is conpletely interactive and 100% database driven The 

| wart to do is get you and Tusa together sorre time, within the next creators hope that it will be of value to anyone irterested in DXing. 

day or two, and orgarize the AMERICAN AMATEUR RADIO LEAGUE.” — — Kelly J ones KE9KD Kiones@ sulivani..com 

(FromSpark to Space, 1989, page 33) 


J H8PHT is curently QRV as 9G5DX. Kazuo hasa one year license 
Why did the founders choose “Arrerican Radio Relay League” instead of ard a job there. He is also trying to get permission to operate 
what Maximwrote inthis letter? History doesnt say, buta fair guessis fromYerren 70 but reports it is very difficult to get the license for 
that relay of formal message traffic was THE thing, other thantecrical Security reasons. QSI direct to his new horre address 
experirrertation, that hars did in those days. Diversity care later. Kazuo Takasaki, 410-110-807 Hazawa-Cho, Kanagawa-Ku, 
Yokharva, 221-0863, Japan. 


Irtelligert argurerts can be made for and agains a narre change, and = QTH Photos available at Htp:// www.ne,jp/ asahi/ tyc/ dxers/ 


there are several viewpoints on changing the narre that rrerit disassion © — J H8PHT/ 9G5DxX jh8pht@ cup.com 
Here are sorre of the options Bruce, WDANGB, just worked ZV0SB for DXCC Country Nurber 
1. Keep the existing narve. If it ist broken, don't fix it 322, qualifing Fimfor the Honor Roll on 10mMixed. He is 


2. Change the narre to sorretting with the phrase “Arrateur Radio” init. believed to be the first Technican-Plus amateur to qualify for the 
“Arrerican Amateur Radio League” is an obvious possibility that even has DXCC Honor Roll. Check out his web page for rrore irforrration, 
the fingerprints of The Old Man uponit. http:// wwwv.qs..net/ wd4ngb/ 4.htm And congratuations Bruce! 

3. Keep the existing rare but add an offidal sub-title or tag-line wich «= — J imNipper K4PYT jnipper@ southeast. net 

woud appear onall our formal literature and publications, to due in the 
uninitiated. The resut woud be sorrething along the lines of “The 
Arrerican Radio Relay League, Inc — The National Sodety for Arateur 
Radio.” Pittsourgh Virtage Grard Prix 


17th Arrual Race Weekend J Uy 17 & 18, 1999 


Please encourage all League rrenbers to think about these alternatives 
and any others they may thirk of. Send your opinions and reasons to 
Director Kay Craigie WT3P, w3p@ am.org. 
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Allegheny County 
ARES News 


Bob Ferrey Jr. N3DOK, 
EC, Allegheny County 


The new Allegheny County Arrateur Radio Erergency Services Web 
Site is now up ard running. The URL is htp:// www.arespgh.pa.us/ 


Information about upconing ARES everts in and around Allegheny 
Coury will be available here. 


Allegheny Courty ARES sponsors a rail list. You may subscribe to the 
mail list by sending e-rail to rajordono@listswebstationnet and 
pladng the words "Subscribe ARES" in the body of the e-nail. 


You will receive a retum e-mail confirring your registration. This will 
be a two-way list -- you ray post questions for the good of all and -- 
inforrration about upcoming everts will also be set out 


Mailing Label Codes 
Starting with this newsletter, youll see a new 4 character code on the 


mailing label. Here’s what it rreans 
1999: Curert WASH Menter, paid in full. Tharksfromall of us! 


1998: Wedidnt get your renewal yet If youre not going to renew, 


let us know. Otherwise, please serd it in today, or we'll be 
dropping you off the rolls & mailing list very soon. And we 
really don’t want to do that. 

This is your last newsletter. Please renew. We dont wart to 
drop you either. Honest! 

Conplirrertary issue to friends of WASH, and to those who 
we'd like to invite to meetings & everts (and consider joiring 


us). If we've heard you on one of the dub affiliated repeaters 


recertly, youre getting this issue asa thark you & welcore! 
Newsletter Exchange issue to one of our neighboring dubs 
If we're not on your newsletter mailing list, we'd like to be! 
Ard if we're sending it to the wrong person, let us know! 
Conplirrertary issue to our WPA ARRL daff, and selected 
ARRL Atlantic Divison & ARRL Headquarters ciaff. 

Good roring, Mr. Hollingsworth. Sir. 


“Managers st around and weit for things to happen. 


Leaders make things happen.” 
Bernie Fuller N3EFN 


1999 UPI Gty of 
Pi Marathon 


Courtesy of Bob Ferrey Jr. N3DOK, EC, Allegheny Courty 


The 13th Arrual UPMC Health Syster7 City of Pittsourgh Marathon 
featuring thousands of runners who traverse over 26 niles through 
the dreets of Pittsburgh, will be held on Sunday, May 2, 1999. This 
is actually multiple races spaced minutes apart 


Conmunications support will again be provided by Armateur Radio 
Operators uilizing FM Repeaters and FM Simplex rrodes of 
operation Arrateurs will be on foot, on bicydes, on buses and 
ganding all along the course to provide Race Offidals with up-to- 
the-minue information about rumers postions, medical errergendes 
and other vital "traffic" 


At least 150 hans are needed for the Marathon It is by far the 
largest Public Service effort by Pittsourgh area and Western 
Pennsylvania hams during the year. If you hold a valid FCC 
Amateur Radio License (Novice through Extra Class) you are invited 
and encouraged to partidpate. 


To volurteer or for rrore information, go to the UPMC/ City of 
Pittsourgh Marathon Volurteer Arrateur Radio Operator On-Line 
Application Form http://hometown.aol.cony k3fh/page3.htnl. Or 
you can e-nail Bill KSYQA, k3yqa@aol.com if you do not have 
web access. 


1989 MS VWalk-a-Thon 


Mike Tobias N3NSG, Evert Coordinator 


The MS Walk-A-Thon will be held on April 18, 1999. Sponsored 
by the National MS Sodety, it is one of sivilar walks throughout the 
county on this day ard it isa rrajor furd raiser for them 


Walkers can coose a 5 or 10 nile course that begins at Station 
Square and ends at the Point where food ard drirks are then given 
to each of the partidparts._In addition trere isa 1 nile course for 
those people that need to use wreel chairs 


| have been involved in this evert for several years. It was one of 
the first public service everts that | was involved with ard it's a great 
garter evert for those harrs with no experience with this. 


| woud like to have between 15 and 20 hans | postion themat 
various locations along the route , usually at rest and water stops as 
well as certain inportart corners wrere the walkers might get 
confused on the route (I.e. where the 5 mile course splits fromthe 10 
mile course. ) In addition | assign one operator in each of the sweep 
vans (last year we had three) and one operator ads as net cortrol. 
Operators shoud be prepared for any kind of weather. Last year it 
was raining. Other years its been chilly. 


Registration begins at 8:00. The operators shoud be on sation no 
later than 7:30. The walk begins at 9:00 and should be over by 
1:00. Sorre operators can leave well before this as final walkers 
pass their location 


To sgn up, call rre at: Horre 412-422-8803, Work 412-351-2363 
or e-mail N3NSG at dipcraft@dipcraftcom 
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WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS 


 SAPA DXESPDS Arid Meading 


Larson E Rapp Ill K3IOU 
[In fond merory of the original DXH&PDS tales, 
and with apologies to Rod Newkirk W9BRD] 


The rrenbership of the South Western Pemsylvania Chapter of the DX 
Hoggery & Poetry Depredation Sodety dowly assenbled in Pau Long 
Hall for their annual rreeting the first day of April. All were thankful of 
the upswing of band openings, and that their probation had finally 
ended after last year's epic struggle with the now defunct Friends of 
Old Lis-Lizards Sodety (FOOLS). The meeting was quddy brought to 
order by this year’s Chairperson, Annette Knerd. 


After the reading of the minutes and the confirmations of where the 
bodies where buried (and why they haven't been moved yet... those 
pesky police, you know, and the DA is still investigating), the Spedal 
Guest of the Evering, Lirpa Sloof of local DX duster farre, strode 
towards the podium Young Domy Miller, the know-it-all, stood up 
trying to inpress the multitude: 


There once was a hamfrom Nartucket 
Who told the FCC to go... 


A corss of boos followed by a Wouf Hong 
administered by The Respected Old Tirrer 
put a stop to that old hadksaw and scattered 
the lad’s wits to the floor. The scraggly 
voice of the ROT burst forth: 


Inrry day when casing the rare 

You had to put watts on the air 

In pileups galore 

We bumed coal by the score 

And we beat back the crowd fair and square. 


A flying Rettysnitch nissed hmby a matter 
of inches - he always had good reflexes - 
and it knocked cold half the row behind him 
as he ducked for cover. 


Yoshi Yagiuda, the Poirt Park College studert from) apan, piped up 
with his own cortribution 


First snow, then glence. 
This thousard dollar rig dies 
so beauifuly. 


Stumed slence rrorrertarily filled the hall (except, of course, fromthe 
oblivious Linpa). Several WW2 vets, on recovering their few senses 
began screaning “No haiku! No haiku!” and darted pitching their Iron 
City cans & bottles at him Several then chased Yosh into the outer 
room wrere, he in turn introduced themto the correct procedures for 
making sui. 


The young whipper-snapper was bold 
When he worked DX ‘til pileuos wert cold 
It’s not skill, no cree! 

His high voice is the key 

The YL-like DX voice of spun gold. 


Liqpa began expounding on the history of eledroric DX’ing, how great 
the Packet Cluster was for finding the DX without having to spend futile 


rrorrerts listening to the bands. Rorreo “The West Coast Kid” (with 
the California “kilowatt” that kept half of Duquesne Light employed) 
interrupted: 


What's the sport ina barre of fish 

| can shoot wrenever | wis? 

DX nets? Not for rre! 

I’ll prodaimwith a glean 

That those weak little signals I'll squish! 


The kid sudderly had a transcerdertal experience with that 
Rettysitch, now wielded by the ROT, as friends of each joined 
battle. Mearmtile Linpa continued to blather on about how he could 
tie the duster into his computer and radio so that he coud work the 
DX autoratially via his private UHF repeater, all without direct 
human intervention. Lovely lass Erin Ghobrah voiced her cortribution 
fromthe fray: 


DX nes are going to stay 

For they give us a dear spot each day 
To hear DX calls 

Without pileup walls 

Ard tell DX cops go away! 


As the floor fighting irtensified, Lirpa, 
oblivious to all, talked about the future, the 
Virtual Pile-Up, which woud pernit the 
Deserving to work all the DX they warted, 
even make the Honor Poll, all on the Internet 
with nary an RF ggral to be radiated. At 
this poirt, as rrore Wouff Hongs and other 
Awful Weapors wert flying past, the 
Tedmrical Connittee rolled out his sample 
VPU systemfrombehind the curtain. 


There's plenty of roomon the bands, 
For all differert types of good hans 
Don't argue with lids 

They're like litte kids 

Go out, have fun -- yes you can! 


As the parderoniumon the floor burst irto the usual ful scale riot, 
Lirpa, oblivious to all, powered up. His deo was going well until the 
dreaded forrrer East Genvan call “Y2K” appeared on the virtual 
seen, The systemfailed soectacdarly as the syoke was let out 
Screaming “But... the Germans dont use Y2 anyrvore!” fromthe 
sparks and flarres, the Tech Connittee’s rewiring sert Lirpa to the 
Virtual Heaven he no doubt virtually wished he deserved. 
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W ireless A ssociation of South Hills, Inc. 


Ron Notarius WN3VAW, Editor 
3505 Rosalia Avenue 
Cade Shannon, PA 15234-2317 


